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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, MILI, ET, SO, CG, CU, UR 

SUBJECT: CUBANS DISCUSS AFRICA AID AND WORLD REPORT 
DIPLOMATIC EDITOR CARL MIGDAIL 

DEBRIEPED US, MAY 26, ON DINNER HE HAD PREVIOUS NIGHT WITH 
CUBAN VICE-MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS (MINREX) 

RICARDO ALARCON, A "THIRD WORLD EXPERT" ON ALARCON'S 
STALE, AND CARLOS ZAMORA OP MINREX NORTH 

AMERICAN SECTION. MIGDAIL APPARENTLY TOOK LINE WITH CUBANS 
THAT HAVANA'S EPPORTS TO ISOLATE APRICA PROM US-CUBAN 
BILATERAL RELATIONS HAS TAILED AND THAT CUBA IS HEADING FOR 
CONFRONTATIONS WITH US THAT COULD EVEN ENDANGER SECURITY OP 
ISLAND. 

2. ALARCON AND HIS COLLEAGUES, ACCORDING TO MIGDAIL, APPEARED 
GENUINELY WORRIED AND "SCARED" OVER RECENT ACTIVISM 
OP ADMINISTRATION. (COMMENT: WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED 
IMPRESSION RECENTLY PROM CUBAN OPPICIALS THAT HAVANA WAS 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HAVANA 01441 270004Z 

TAKEN ABACK BY US, PRENCH AND BELGIAN MILITARY ACTION IN 
SHABA. CUBANS MAY HAVE BELIEVED ON BASIS OP ANGOLA AND 
ETHIOPIAN EVENTS THAT WEST WAS IMMOBILIZED.) ALARCON 
STATED THAT HE WAS COMING TO BELIVE THAT PROGRESS IN US- 
CUBAN RELAIONS IS NOT "IRREVERSIBLE", AND HE ASKED MIGDAIL 
IP US MIGHT "SEND BACK RAMON". (COMMENT: THIS REPERS TO 
RAMON SANCHEZ-PARODI, CHIEF OF CUBAN INTERESTS 
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SECTION IN WASHINGTON.) 

3. ACCORDING TO MIGDAIL, CUBANS DENIED STRONGLY THAT THEY 

ARE INVOLVED IN SHABA EVENTS AND ZAMORA PARTICULARLY EXPRESSED 
OUTRAGE THAT WHITE HOUSE WOULD GIVE CURRENCY TO "SPECULATIVE 
AND EALSE INFORMATION" ON CUBAN INVOLVEMENT. 

4. ON ERITREA, ALARCON SAID THAT CUBANS HOPE THAT THEY WILL 
NOT BECOME MILITARILY INVOLVED. OTHER CUBANS PRESENT, HOWEVER, 
ADDED THAT, IF THEY DO BECOME INVOLVED, IT WILL NOT BE "BECAUSE 
OF MENGISTU". IN THIS REGARD, CUBANS CITED ALLEGED EFE 

NEWS AGENCY REPORT WHICH CLAIMED THAT US HAS DECIDED TO PROVIDE 
SUPPORT TO ERITREANS THROUGH VARIOUS MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRIES. 
(COMMENT: MIGDAIL INTERPRETED CUBAN STATEMENT BOTH AS 
EVIDENCE OF CUBAN DISCONTENT WITH MENGISTU AND THREAT THAT 
WESTERN DIRECT OR INDIRECT HELP TO ERITREANS WOULD LEAD TO 
CUBAN INTERVENTION TO SUPPORT ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION, 

NOT MENGISTU PERSONALLY.) 

5. COMMENT: ALARCON CONVERSATION, AS DESCRIBED BY 
MIGDAIL, APPEARS TO REFLECT MIXTURE OF ALARM, WHICH 
ALBEIT MAY BE SHORT-LIVED, AND RESIDUAL DEFIANCE THAT 
HAVE CHARACTERIZED CUBAN RESPONSE TO SHABA AFFAIR. 

GLASSMAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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